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SENATE  DEBATE  ON  ATLANTIC  PACT  TO  BEGIN  SOON 

One  hundred  witnesses  testified  in  the  three  weeks'  hearings  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  Committee  on  the  North  Atlantic  Pact,  which  closed  on  May  18,  Since  members  of  the 
Committee  were  already  committed  to  support  the  treaty  before  the  hearings  opened,  it  is 
expected  that  soon  they  will  report  the  pact  favorably  to  the  Senate, 

Proponents  pictured  the  feeling  of  insecurity  in  Europe  because  of  fear  of  military  aggres¬ 
sion.  While  those  in  favor  of  the  pact  asserted  that  the  treaty  is  in  harmony  with  the 
Charter  and  purposes  of  the  United  Nations,  yet  the  case  for  the  pact  was  mainly  restricted 
to  the  moral  right  of  self-defense  under  Article  5l  which,  claimed  Warren  Austin,  super¬ 
sedes  in  any  and  all  circumstances  the  machinery  prescribed  for  regional  arrangements  under 
Chapter  VIII  of  the  U  N  Charter,  Witnesses  argued  that  the  difference  between  this  and 
the  usual  historical  military  alliance  is  primarily  a  difference  in  purpose;  this  treaty 
is  a  defensive  arrangement  for  those  of  common  heritage  and  democratic  purpose,  not  a 
device  for  the  fulfillment  of  a  tenporary  ambition  of  a  sin^e  signatory.  One  of  the  most 
frequent  claims  was  that  the  combined  power  of  the  signatories  would  deter  aggression;  no 
enemy  would  be  likely  to  invade  if  he  knew  in  advance  that  he  could  not  pick  off  countries 
one  at  a  time  either  by  armed  attack  or  infiltration. 


WRITE 


To  members  of  the  Senate.  Urge  them  to  oppose  the  pact,  and  to  vote  against  the 

proposal  to  send  $1,U50,000,000  worth  of  arms  and 
military  supplies  to  Europe.  Ask  instead  that  the  United  States  withhold  rearma¬ 
ment  until  an  heroic  and  persistent  effort  has  been  made  to  seek  an  agreement  to 
halt  the  arms  race  and  to  initiate  world  wide  reduction  of  armaments.  Urge  eco¬ 
nomic  aid  for  recovery  instead  of  rearmament.  To  pass,  the  pact  must  be  ratified 
by  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  Senate.  Ask  your  Senator  for  a  copy  of  the  hear¬ 
ings  before  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  and  study  them  carefully. 

To  members  of  the  House.  Practically  no  mail  has  been  received  on  the  pact  and 

the  arms  program  by  the  Representatives  with  whom  we 
have  talked.  Such  arms  authorization  and  appropriations  will  have  to  be  voted  by 
both  the  House  and  Senate.  Write  to  House  menders  urging  not  only  a  halt  to  the 
arms  race  but  an  alternative  program  of  financial  support  for  international  co¬ 
operative  efforts  to  carry  out  the  President's  Point  IV  program  for  technical  aid 
to  backward  areas  and  for  U  N  agencies. 

To  the  F  C  N  L,  Ask  for  Henry  Cadbury' s  testimony  before  the  Senate  Foreign 

Relations  Committee  on  May  11,  There  are  still  a  few  of  the  ZSi 
32-page  booklets,  "Some  Questions  and  Coimnents  on  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty," 
Please  send  us  copies  of  your  replies  flrom  members  of  Congress,  Push  discussion 
and  debate  in  your  cooniunity  on  the  implications  of  rearming  Europe, 
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Opposition  witnesses  stressed  the  need  for  economic  recovery  and  reconstruction  instead  of 
rearmament,  and  trying  to  settle  instead  of  continuing  the  cold  war  with  Russia.  They 
pointed  out  that  comnunism  should  be  combatted  by  building  a  healthy  society  rather  than 
by  bayonets;  and  charged  that  the  North  Atlantic  Pact  weakened  the  real  moral  authority 
of  the  United  Nations.  Practically  all  of  the  opposition  witnesses  called  for  more  ener¬ 
getic  a\:q5port  of  the  U  N.  Many  called  for  disarmament  rather  than  a  continued  arms  race; 
warned  against  sxipporting  an  outworn  colonial  system  through  military  aid  to  France,  the 
Netherlands,  and  Belgium;  and  warned  against  possible  inclusion  of  Spain.  Others 
questioned  the  nature  and  cost  of  the  implied  military  commitments;  several  claimed  that 
it  greatly  increases  the  danger  of  war;  some  pressed  for  political  and  economic  union  of 
Western  Europe  either  with  or  without  the  pact. 

The  legislative  timetable  is  not  yet  certain,  but  it  is  conceivable  that  debate  on  the  pact 
in  the  Senate,  when  it  finally  does  begin,  may  run  well  toward  the  end  of  the  session  in 
July.  Action  on  the  arms  program  by  that  time  is  still  uncertain,  and  will  be  considerably 
influenced  by  the  success  or  failure  of  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Foreign  Ministers. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  ASSISTANCE  PROCHRAM 

The  State  Department  has  released  its  proposal  for  axmiing  Western  Europe.  In  a  pamphlet 
(General  Foreign  Policy  Series  II,  Pub.  No.  3507) >  released  May  15,  it  recommends  that* 

1.  All  military  aid  projects  be  brought  into  a  single  program 

2.  A  single  appropriation  be  made  to  cover  the  whole  program 

3.  The  Chief  Executive  be  given  authority  to  make  flexible  use  of  these  funds 
and  to  meet  emergencies  as  they  arise 

U.  Most  of  our  aid  go  to  Western  Europe  .  .  . 

5.  The  military  aid  program  -  necessary  even  without  an  Atlantic  Pact  - 

be  separate  from  the  Treaty,  but  that  it  carry  out  the  mutual  aid  and  self 
help  principle  of  the  Treaty 

6.  The  United  States  should  send  aid  in  three  forms  : 

a)  Dollar  aid  to  increase  military  production 

b)  Direct  supply  of  arms  and  equipment  ”to  accelerate  the  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  the  defensive  capabilities  of  their  military  forces’* 

c)  United  States  technical  and  training  assistance 

The  estimated  cost  is  given  for  the  first  year  only  -  $>1,14.50,000,000,  of  which 
5>1, 130, 000, 000  would  go  to  Europe,  the  rest  to  Greece  and  Turkey.  Hearings  on  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Assistance  Program  will  begin  soon  -  probably  before  the  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee,  perhaps  while  the  Senate  is  debating  the  treaty. 

MONEY  AND  TAXES  -  SHALL  CONFESS  CUT  SOCIAL  ^LFARE  OR  MILITARY  PROGRAMS? 

In  a  report  issued  on  May  15  by  the  Coainittee  for  Economic  Development,  Congress  was  urged 
to  cut  ij2, 100, 000, 000  from  proposed  expenditures  to  avoide  a  ’’risky”  tax  increase.  Instead 
of  questioning  the  huge  domestic  military  appropriations  out  of  which  the  Hoover  Commission 
estimated  that  ^1.5  billion  could  be  saved  just  by  efficiency,  let  alone  any  serious  reduc¬ 
tion,  the  C  E  D  would  leave  for  the  $2.1  billion  Congressional  pruning  knife  (without 
specifying  idiich)  the  following  items  idiich  total  $3>U21,000,000  in  estimated  cost: 

Social  insiirance,  public  assistance,  slum  clearance,  low  rent  housing,  farm  housing 
and  research,  special  assistance  for  rental  and  cooperative  housing.  Federal  Aid  to 
Education,  grain  storage  facilities.  International  Wheat  Agreement,  St.  Lawrence 
Seaway  and  Power  project,  surplus  property  disposal,  special  and  pay  adjustment 
programs,  universal  military  training  and  $385  million  in  military  construction. 
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HEALTH 

Major  proposals  for  health  legislation  are  listed  here  for  your  information.  The  Senate 
Labor  and  Public  Welfare  Coramittee  is  scheduled  to  begin  hearings  on  the  first  four  bills 
later  this  month.  The  status  of  the  others  is  indicated  below: 

S.  1679 >  an  omnibus  bill,  introduced  by  Elbert  D,  Thomas  of  Utah  and  others,  to  make 
all  medical  care  facilities  available  to  approximately  8^^  of  the  population 
through  a  national  system  of  contributory  health  insurance.  The  amount  of 
federal  funds  this  would  require  will  depend  on  the  system  of  contribution. 

The  size  of  the  fund  created  by  the  contributions  is  estimated  to  be  $6  bil¬ 
lion  annually. 

S.  1581,  introduced  by  Robert  A.  Taft  and  others,  to  assist  the  States  to  provide 

general  health,  hospital,  medical  and  dental  services  for  families  and  in¬ 
dividuals  "unable  to  pay  the  whole  cost  thereof."  A  total  of  $1,250,000,000 
for  a  five-year  period  is  the  requested  appropriation. 

S,  lU56,  introduced  by  Lister  Hill  of  Alabama  and  others,  to  encourage  participation 
in  non-profit  pre-payment  plans  for  hospital  and  medical  care  (e.g..  Blue 
Cross  and  Blue  Shield),  authorizing  states  to  determine  which  people  are 
financially  unable  to  pay  all  or  part  of  the  required  subscription  charges. 

No  specific  appropriation  is  asked. 

S.  1106,  introduced  by  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.,  to  provide  certain  medical  services 

and  medicines  not  used  in  many  cases  because  of  high  cost.  The  appropriation 
requested  is  for  "such  sums  as  may  be  necessary"  under  a  proposed  matching  plain. 

S.  6li;,  introduced  by  Senator  Hill,  to  enlarge  the  present  Hospital  Survey  and  Con¬ 
struction  Program.  Appropriation  authorization  is  for  a  five-year  period  and 
asks  $75  million.  Heairings  have  been  held  but  no  report  hais  been  made. 

S.  522,  introduced  by  Senator  Hill,  to  increase  federal  grants  for  local  health  ser¬ 
vices  at  an  estimated  annual  cost  of  $77  million.  Hearings  have  been  held; 
no  report  has  been  issued. 

S.  lUU,  sponsored  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public  Welfare,  to  assist 

states  in  developing  preventive  and  diagnostic  care  and  treatment  for  elementa¬ 
ry  and  secondary  school  students,  and  to  provide  $35  million  annually.  The 
bill  was  passed  on  April  29  by  the  Senate  and  has  been  referred  to  the  House 
Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce. 

S.  90U,  introduced  by  Paul  H.  Douglas  of  Illinois,  to  enable  the  Children's  Bureau  to 
investigate  and  report  on  Child  Welfare,  enphasizing  a  "multi-professional 
approach"  to  an  integrated  program.  Appropriations  asked  for  the  first  year  t 
$7.5  million.  Hearings  have  been  concluded,  but  no  report  has  been  issued. 

Medical  research  in  special  diseases  has  been  proposed  as  follows:  S.  1102,  multiple 
sclerosis  and  related  neurological  diseases;  S.  659 >  epilepsy;  S.  705 >  arthritis  and 
rheumatism;  S.  1538,  cerebral  palsy;  S.  1651 »  rheumatism,  arthritis ,  multiple  sclerosis, 
cerebral  palsy,  and  epilepsy.  Hearings  have  been  held  recently  in  the  Senate;  no  reports 
have  been  made. 

The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  has  approved  $16,392,CXX)  for  the  National  Heart 
Institute;  $21,650,000  for  the  National  Cancer  Institute, 
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EDUCATION  AND  RESEARCH 

S.  2U6,  Federal  Aid  for  Education,  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on  May  5.  Hearings  on 

H.  R.  U6U3  before  the  House  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public  Education  started  May 
17.  The  F  C  N  L  is  planning  to  testify  soon  for  a  more  satisfactory  Federal  Aid  program 
than  this  House  bill  provides. 

S.  2U7,  National  Science  Foundation  Bill,  would  establish  a  federal  program  of  basic 

scientific  research  and  scholarships  and  fellowships.  This  measure,  passed  by  the 
Senate  on  March  18,  was  referred  to  the  House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Comnerce  Committee. 
Hearings  there  on  S.  2U7,  H.  R.  12,  H.  R.  359 >  and  other  bills  for  the  same  purpose  have 
been  concluded.  There  is  no  indication  of  what  the  final  action,  if  any,  may  be.  One 
serious  question  is  whether  research  under  a  National  Science  Foundation  can  be  kept  free 
from  military  domination  or  political  influence. 

S.  110,  Labor  Extension  Bill,  introduced  by  Y<'ayne  Morse  of  Oregon  and  others,  would  es- 
tablish  an  Extension  Service  within  the  Department  of  Labor  so  that,  through 
existing  institutions  of  higher  learning,  information  about  living  and  working  conditions, 
labor  law,  and  labor-management  techniques  would  be  discussed. 

F  E  P  C 

Hearings  on  a  permanent  Fair  Employment  Practice  law  are  now  being  held  in  the  House  before 
an  Education  and  Labor  sub-conmittee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Adam  Clayton  Powell,  Jr.  (of 
New  York).  Frank  Loescher,  formerly  with  the  America!  Friends  Service  Committee  and  now 
Executive  Director  of  the  Philadelphia  Fair  Enqjloyment  Practices  Commission,  will  testify 
on  May  20  for  those  organizations  and  for  the  F  C  N  L. 

UNITED  NATIONS  INTERNATIONAL  CHILDREN *S  EMERGENCY  FUND 

The  UNICEF,  the  only  international  agency  still  operating  in  Eastern  Europe,  in  19U9 
has  assisted  approximately  U, 000, 000  children  and  mothers  in  Albania,  Austria,  Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia,  Finland,  France,  Greece,  Hungary,  Italy,  Poland,  Rumania,  and  Yugoslavia 
and  350,000  in  Palestine.  Programs  have  been  planned  and  started  in  Germany  and  Asia.  165 
million  pounds  of  milk  have  been  shipped  as  well  as  million  worth  of  cotton,  wool, 
leather  and  hides,  and  $600,000  of  medical  supplies. 

Continued  United  States  support  of  U  N  I  C  E  F  has  been  recommended  by  the  House  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee.  In  a  report  on  H,  R.  2785  the  Committee  approved  an  extension  of  the 
period  during  which  other  governments  may  match  our  19U8  appropriation  of  $75  million.  To 
date,  because  our  contribution  was  made  contingent  on  matching  by  other  contributors,  only 
$5U.7  million  has  been  paid  to  the  Fund. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Committee  rejected  as  "unwise"  H.  R.  Iiii88  which  would  have  permitted 
the  inclusion  of  voluntary  private  contributions  in  the  matching  amounts  raised  by  other 
countries.  Such  use,  now  prohibited,  seems  to  us  desirable  and  necessary  in  view  of 
limited  government  funds  fi*om  other  countries  and  an  available  $10  million  in  private  gifts. 
The  inclusion  of  this  $10  million  would  release  $20  million  from  us. 

House  action  on  the  Children's  Fund  is  expected  within  a  week.  Letters  now  to  members  of 
the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  and  other  Senators,  urging  full  support  of  UNICEF, 
including  the  matching  of  private  funds,  will  help  stimulate  prompt  Senate  action. 


E.  Raymond  Wilson  and  Barbara  S.  Grant 
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